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No matter how thankful we may be

for our freedoms, we must not be lulled
into complacency about the situation
faced by so many Christians and others
persecuted for their religious practices
and convictions. As a nation that has
become powerful in large part because
we jealously guard our individual free-
doms, we have a responsibility to
project the ideals of freedom around
the globe. The responsibility belongs to
individuals and advocacy groups, to
businesses and to churches, but it also
belongs to this our Government.

While we have taken steps to recog-
nize all religious persecution as a seri-
ous problem and to monitor its preva-
lence, we need to take the next step
and develop clear-cut, specific re-
sponses to persecution once it is identi-
fied. The solution may not be readily
apparent but the crisis demands our
full attention.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. SAN-
FORD] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SANFORD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

FAST TRACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. HUNTER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, as we
stand on the eve of the debate on fast
track that is the giving of a major part
of our constitutional power to the
President and the Vice President and
his negotiating team to negotiate trade
arrangements with other nations, I
think it is important for us to look at
what the Founding Fathers said about
the unfettered use of so-called free
trade. In short, Mr. Speaker, they were
not for it.

I want to start with James Madison.
James Madison said it should never be
forgotten that the great object of the
Convention was to provide by a new
Constitution a remedy for the defects
of the existing one and that among
these defects was out of a power to reg-
ulate foreign commerce, that in all na-
tions this regulating power embraced
the protection of domestic manufactur-
ers by duties and restrictions on im-
ports. That means that James Madison
believed that it was important for a na-
tion, particularly the United States, to
have the right to regulate goods com-
ing into the United States and to es-
tablish tariffs so that American compa-
nies and American workers would not
be hurt. Thomas Jefferson, who was a
free trader before 1812, after he became
a President became a pragmatist, and
he said, ‘‘The prohibiting duties we lay
on all articles of foreign manufacture
which prudence requires us to establish
at home, with a patriotic determina-
tion to use no foreign articles which
can be made within ourselves without

regard to difference in price, secure us
against a relapse into foreign depend-
ency.’’

Thomas Jefferson realized that we
could become dependent on foreign
products. And what would he say today
to look at this $3 billion balance of
trade deficit that we have each week
that we have to either borrow or sell
capital goods to pay for, this massive
foreign debt that we have accumulated
as a function of our trade deficit?

Daniel Webster said, ‘‘My object is
and has been with the protective pol-
icy, the true policy of the United
States that the labor of the country is
properly provided for. I am looking not
for such a law as will benefit capital-
ists, they can take care of themselves,
but for a law that will induce capital-
ists to invest their capital in such a
way as to occupy and employ American
labor.’’ That meant that Daniel Web-
ster wanted to have tariffs and regu-
late trade so that American companies
would invest in the United States in-
stead of moving to Guadalajara or
moving to other places that are off-
shore and using other workers from
other countries to make goods that
then would be sold back into the Unit-
ed States.

And our own Abraham Lincoln, the
founder of my party, the Republican
Party, said in the platform, ‘‘We com-
mend that policy of national exchanges
which secures to the working man lib-
eral wages, to agriculture remunera-
tive prices, to mechanics and manufac-
turers an adequate reward for their
skill, labor and enterprise and to the
Nation commercial prosperity and
independence.’’

And that other great Republican
who, with Abraham Lincoln, is on
Mount Rushmore, Teddy Roosevelt,
said in 1911, ‘‘I can put my position on
the tariff in a nutshell. I believe in
such measure of protection as will
equalize the cost of production here
and abroad, that is, will equalize the
cost of labor here and abroad. I believe
in such supervision of the workings of
the law as to make it certain that pro-
tection is given to the man we are
most anxious to protect, the laboring
man.’’

Mr. Speaker, I am a Republican, I am
a capitalist, I think I have got a 13 per-
cent AFL–CIO rating, but I understand
that it is important for Americans to
make good wages. We have driven
wages down, and the record of NAFTA,
the trade agreement that we allowed
President Clinton to make with Mexico
and Canada, has been disastrous for us.
We had a $3 billion trade surplus over
Mexico when we negotiated NAFTA.
Today we have got a $19 billion annual
loss. Today we have a $20 billion an-
nual loss with Canada. That same
bright team that President Clinton has
sent forth through the world to nego-
tiate trade treaties has given us this
year with China a $52 billion trade loss.

This team is a losing team, Mr.
Speaker, and the idea that this Con-
gress is going to give away the con-

stitutional duty that was given to us
by the Founding Fathers to a losing
team which will negotiate us down the
drain to the point where we have
American industry having to move off-
shore to compete with the other indus-
tries that are employing people at $2.38
an hour, $1.50 an hour, $1.75 an hour to
displace Americans, the Americans
who carry our flag in wartime, the
Americans that pay our taxes, the
Americans that pay our wages, that
idea is not consistent with the classic
idea of being a good Republican.

We should defeat this fast track, Mr.
Speaker. We should keep that duty,
that obligation to regulate trade with-
in this House of Representatives where
as Alexander Hamilton said, the people
govern.

f

FAST TRACK AUTHORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from New
Jersey [Mr. PALLONE] is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to spend some time tonight initially
talking about the fast track legislation
which we are likely to be voting on ei-
ther tomorrow or Sunday. I am very
much opposed to the fast track legisla-
tion for a number of reasons, and I
wanted to use part of the hour tonight
to outline some of those reasons and
begin with a local situation in Mon-
mouth County, which is one of the two
counties that I represent in the State
of New Jersey, because I think it illus-
trates the types of problems that I
have with fast track by reference to
NAFTA. Many of those who are op-
posed to fast track and who will be vot-
ing against fast track legislation, if it
comes up over this weekend, are doing
so because of the experience with
NAFTA.

I want to comment on why Congress
really should resist the pressure being
put on us to grant the fast track au-
thority, to expand NAFTA and essen-
tially put even more Americans out of
work. If I could give an example from
central New Jersey, from Monmouth
County, my home county, of how these
trade agreements can affect the jobs
and the lives of highly skilled Amer-
ican workers. On September 9, most of
the 240 people who work at the Allied
Signal plant in Eatontown, NJ, in Mon-
mouth County were informed of the de-
cision to close what is a defense tech-
nology manufacturing plant. They
were told that the plant would be
phased out in 1998, with a complete
shutdown expected by March 1999. The
company told the Allied Signal work-
ers in Monmouth County, NJ, that in
the short run, the jobs would be going
to Tucson, AZ. But I believe, and I
know that everyone at the plant be-
lieves, that the jobs ultimately will be
moved to Mexico. The reason is square-
ly because of NAFTA.
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